
MYP Technology and ICT 
There has been much confusion in schools over the nature of the subject ‘Technology’. Some schools 
have interpreted Technology as being the use of information and communication technologies (ICT, 
sometimes called IT) throughout the school i.e. the use of word processing, presentation and 
database software used by students to communicate their work. Therefore, to provide clarification, 
please read the definitions below: 

MYP Technology: 
Technology is one of the eight subject groups in the MYP with defined aims, objectives and 
assessment criteria. Therefore MYP technology is a subject group in its own right, on a par with any 
of the other subject groups of the MYP programme. 

Inquiry and problem solving are at the heart of MYP technology. During the five year course, 
students are expected to solve problems using technology. MYP technology uses the design cycle as 
the model of thinking and the strategy to help students investigate problems and design, plan, 
create and evaluate the products/solutions that they generate. A product/solution can be defined as 
a model, prototype, product or system that students have generated independently. This means that 
MYP technology expects students to become actively involved in and to focus on the whole design 
process rather than on the final products/solutions. 

MYP technology requires the use of the design cycle for solving problems in technology and 
promotes a practical and inquiry-based approach. This helps students to develop not only practical 
skills but also creative- and critical-thinking strategies. 

Information and communication technology (ICT): 
Information and communication technology (ICT) involves the use of computers, its applications and 
communications facilities in teaching and learning activities. The use of ICT extends to all the 
teaching and learning in all subjects across the curriculum. The effective use of ICT is an ‘Approaches 
To Learning’ (ATL) skill. 

Schools must ensure that a whole-school approach is in place to allow students to develop 
information technology literacy and become competent users of computers. 

Depending upon the school resources, ICT should be used whenever appropriate: 
• As a means of expanding students’ knowledge of the world in which they live 
• As a channel for developing concepts and skills 
• As a powerful communication tool. 

ICT provides a wide range of resources and applications for teachers to explore in order to enhance 
teaching and learning. 

ATL skill area  Student learning expectations could 
include: 

Key questions for use with 
MYP units 
of work  

Communication  Literacy: 
including reading strategies, using and interpreting a 

What communication tools do I 
use? 



range of content-specific terminology 
Being informed: 
including the use of a variety of media 
Informing others: 
including presentation skills using a variety of media  

Which ways of communicating do 
I need to improve on? 
How can I better communicate 
my understanding? 

Information 
literacy 

Accessing information: 
including researching from a variety of sources using a 
range of technologies, identifying primary and secondary 
sources 
Selecting and organizing information: 
including identifying points of view, bias and weaknesses, 
using primary and secondary sources, making connections 
between a variety of resources 
Referencing: 
including the use of citing, footnotes and referencing of 
sources, respecting the concept of intellectual property 
rights  

How can I access information? 
How do I know if the information 
is reliable? 
What will I do with this 
information?  

 

In most cases, technology teachers are given responsibility for providing students with the teaching 
and learning experiences to help them develop ICT literacy. The teaching of ICT skills should not be 
confused with or take the place of a computer technology course. ICT is simply a tool used to 
develop computer technology solutions using the Design Cycle. 

Applications of ICT in MYP 

 Databases and spreadsheets 
 Graph plotter software 
 Dynamic geometry software 
 Computer algebra systems 
 Programming languages 
 Subject content-specific software 
 The uses of Graphic display calculators 

(GDC) 
 Use of Internet search engines to source 

materials 
 Researching using CD-Roms  

 Word processing or desktop publishing 
 Graphic organizers. 
 Creating presentations 
 Use of Computer Aided Design 
 Simulating stresses on bridge beams 
 Virtual battle re-enactments 
 Games as learning tools/facilitators 
 Learning language software/CDs 
 Video and video editing 
 Creating Podcasts/MP3s/Audio files 
 Video conferencing 

 

Through the curriculum review process of Technology, a name change is being considered. It has 
been proposed that the name of the subject group should be changed to “Design”. It is thought that 
this will deter any confusion between Technology- the subject, and information and communication 
technology- part of ATL. Coordinators are encouraged to discuss this with their MYP Technology 
teachers and to provide feedback to myp@ibo.org.  
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